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Sophia Soberon, Brookings Harbor High School Senior,

Runner Up at National Poetry Out Loud Competition in Washington, DC
Soberon Brings Home $10,000 Scholarship

May 1, 2008 - Washington, D.C. — The Oregon Arts Commission announces that Sophia
Soberon, 17, of Brookings-Harbor High School, Brookings, has placed second in the 2008 National
Finals of the Poetry Out Loud: National Recitation Contest. As runner up of the national contest,
Sophia receives a $10,000 scholarship prize. She recited “Dover Beach” by Matthew Arnold,
“Bilingual Bilingtie” by Rhina P. Espailat and “The Meaning of the Shovel” by Martin Espada.

Sophia represented Oregon against 51 other contestants. Shawntay A. Henry, a 16-year-old from
the U.S. Virgin Islands was awarded the title of national champion. “We knew Sofia had a good
chance, but there was strong competition,” said Jody Soberon, Sophia’s mother. “We're exhausted
and excited.”

Chris D’ Arcy, executive director of the Oregon Arts Commission, said, “We are thrilled — but not
surprised — by Sophia’s win. At the state competition on March 15 in Salem, she impressed
everyone with her poise, control and intelligence.”

On April 28 and 29, 52 high school students from every state, the District of Columbia, and the
U.S. Virgin Islands gathered at George Washington University Lisner Auditorium in Washington,
DC, to match their skills. The competitors were among more than 150,000 students nationwide
who took part in this year’s contest at the classroom level, progressing through school and state
contests en route to becoming their state’s champion. Special guest judges at the Poetry Out Loud
National Finals were attorney, author, and advocate Caroline Kennedy, radio personality and
novelist Garrison Keillor, Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Natasha Trethewey, Daily Poetry editor Don
Selby, 2007 Poetry Out Loud National Champion Amanda Fernandez, and memoirist, activist, and
poet Luis Rodriguez. Scott Simon of National Public Radio returned to serve as master of
ceremonies.

Sophia is accomplished in English, speech and language but her passion is theater and dance. In
the fall, she will attend Southern Oregon University, where she hopes to merge her interest in
cultural studies with performance.

Sophia received great support from everyone involved in the state competition, her family,
community and school, and especially, her coach Art Dingle at Brookings-Harbor High School.

The Utah State Champion, Madison Niermeyer, of Skyline High School in Salt Lake City, Utah,
received the third place prize and a $5,000 scholarship. In addition, each of the top 12 finalists
received a $1,000 scholarship prize. The twelve finalists' schools received $500 each for the
purchase of poetry books.



Poetry Out Loud encourages high school students to learn about great poetry through memorization,
performance and competition. “Through Poetry Out Loud, thousands of students have discovered
the rewards of memorizing a favorite poem and the thrill of connecting with an audience,” said
NEA Chairman Dana Gioia. “This experience not only teaches them about literature, it also builds
self-assurance and the practical skills that students will use every day in the workplace and in the
community.”

The National Finals are the culmination of efforts by many partners. As national partners, the
NEA and the Poetry Foundation have contributed support for administration of the program,
educational materials, and prizes for both the state and national finals. State Arts Agencies
implemented the program in high schools in each state and organized state competitions, often in
collaboration with local arts organizations. The Poetry Out Loud National Finals were
administered by the Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation.

More than 200,000 students across the country are expected to take part in Poetry Out Loud in
2009. For more information: www.poetryoutloud.org.

For more information about Poetry Out Loud in Oregon, contact Deb Vaughn, arts education
coordinator, Oregon Arts Commission: 503-986-0085, deborah.vaughn@state.or.us .

About the Nationaal Endowment for the Arts

The NEA is a public agency dedicated to supporting excellence in the arts —both new and established -
bringing the arts to all Americans, and providing leadership in arts education. Established by Congress in
1965 as an independent agency of the federal government, the Arts Endowment is the largest national
funder of the arts, bringing great art to all 50 states, including rural areas, inner cities and military bases.

About the Poetry Foundation

The Poetry Foundation, publisher of Poetry magazine, is committed to a vigorous presence for poetry in our
culture. One of the largest literary organizations in the world, it exists to discover and celebrate the best
poetry and to place it before the largest possible audience. The Poetry Foundation seeks to be a leader in
shaping a receptive climate for poetry by developing new audiences, creating new avenues for delivery,
and encouraging new kinds of poetry through innovative literary prizes and programs. In addition to
launching a major new poetry Web site, the Poetry Foundation recently conducted the first-ever study
designed to find out where poetry stands in American culture. For more information, please visit
PoetryFoundation.org.

About the Oregon Arts Commission

The Oregon Arts Commission provides leadership, funding and arts programs through its grants, special
initiatives and services. Nine commissioners, appointed by the Governor, determine arts needs and
establish policies for public support of the arts. The Arts Commission became part of the Oregon Economic
and Community Development Department in 1993 in recognition of the expanding role the arts play in the
broader social, economic and educational arenas of Oregon communities. In 2003, the Oregon legislature
moved the operations of the Oregon Cultural Trust to the Arts Commission, streamlining operations and
making use of the Commission’s expertise in grantmaking, arts and cultural information and community
cultural development. The Arts Commission is supported with General Funds appropriated by the Oregon
legislature, federal funds from the National Endowment for the Arts and funds from the Oregon Cultural
Trust.
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Photo caption: From left: John Barr, President of the Poetry Foundation, second-place
winner Sophia Elena Soberon, National Champion Shawntay A. Henry, third-place winner
Madison Niermeyer, and Dana Gioia, Chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts.
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