
Eligibility
Artists of all disciplines are encouraged to 
apply. Your interest in the sciences may be 
related to your practice in form, content, 
process or material, and your work is not 
assumed to be overtly connected to the 
sciences. In selecting artists, the review 
panel will consider artistic quality, clear 
potential for inquiry into the sciences, and 
a diversity of participants. 

Budget
Artists invited to the three-day Third 
Culture Conversation will be paid a stipend 
of $5,000, which shall include travel and 
housing costs. A number of group meals 
will be provided to participants. 

Following the Conversation, participating 
artists may propose Third Culture Projects, 
with budgets of up to $25,000. 

Deadline 
Complete applications must be received 
in the Oregon Arts Commission office no 
later than Friday, March 28, 2014. Late 
or incomplete applications will not be 
accepted. 

Integrative science is the practice of gathering all the expertise in basic and applied 
sciences as well as expertise in any other relevant field (public policy, law, business, 
communications, design, anthropology, sociology, etc.) to simultaneously address a 
particular problem from multiple perspectives. Leaders at the University of Oregon 
believe this holistic approach will bring about the kind of powerful solutions that 
will more effectively and quickly address some of society’s most challenging 
problems including brain behavior disorders, climate change, disease and energy 
shortages. The Lewis Integrative Science Building (LISB) was completed in 2012 
as the platform for this challenge. 

Drawing on cross disciplinary awareness, Third Culture Projects will bring artists 
into conversation with the LISB community for mutual inquiry and advancement. 
The project title references the arguments of British scientist and writer C.P. Snow, 
who, in a series of lectures, articles and books between 1959 and 1963, criticized 
the growing division between the sciences and humanities.

Third Culture Conversations will be held during a three-day gathering May 
28-30, 2014, on the campus of the University of Oregon in Eugene. 20 invited 
artists will join members of the LISB community for informal conversations and 
presentations, which will be documented and published in convening notes 
distributed electronically and in print. 

Third Culture Projects will be developed from the pool of artists that participate 
in this conversation. Up to three Projects will be selected from brief submitted 
proposals for projects that involve collaborators from the LISB community. Projects 
should include at least three weeks in residence at the University of Oregon, and 
should result in artwork that is capable of display or performance at the building. 
These projects are to be completed by June, 2015. 

History of Innovation
The LISB continues the UO’s long history of supporting innovative approaches to 
scientific research. The campus building projects of the 1980s created settings for 
the development of interdisciplinary groups such as the Institute of Neuroscience, 
the Materials Science Institute, the Oregon Center for Optics, the Institute of 
Molecular Biology, and others. These interdisciplinary efforts have blossomed, 
making important contributions to science and leading to more integrative 
research programs.

Call to Artists: 
Third Culture 
Projects 

The University of Oregon 
and Oregon Arts Commission 
seek artists interested in 
conversation and collaboration 
with a leading-edge integrative 
science community. 

IAMGE ABOVE:  Wildtype zebrafish pharyngeal 
skeleton, stained for bone with alizarin red, and 
cartilage with alcian blue. The facial skeleton, 
including both sides of a jaw and jaw supporting 
skeleton, was dissected out and flat-mounted so 
every cell can be seen at once. Kimmel Lab



For More Information
Visit the Arts Commission website at:
www.oregonartscommission.org 

or contact the Oregon Arts Commission 
public art staff at  (503) 986-0091 
elizabeth.spavento@biz.state.or.us

More information about the Lewis 
Integrative Science Building can be 
found at: http://uoresearch.uoregon.
edu/content/lewis-integrative-science-
building-high-performance-hub-sciences

Selection Committee
Tannaz Farsi, Professor, Art
Helen Neville, Professor, Psychology   
 and Neuroscience 
Richard Taylor, Professor, Physics 
Becca Cavell, Principal, THA 
Fred Tepfer, Campus Planning 
Terri Warpinski, Professor, Art
Advisory: Emily Eng, Campus Planning
Additional Advisory members 
appointed from the LISB Community, 
TBD

Facilitator: Meagan Atiyeh, 
        Oregon Arts Commission
Please do not contact selection committee 
members or advisors.

Selection Criteria
Applicants will be evaluated based solely 
on information provided as described.

35% Artistic and technical quality of work 
samples submitted

35% Evidence of compelling lines of 
inquiry as demonstrated by Letter of 
Interest and work samples. 

30% Diversity of selected artists. 

APPLICATION MATERIALS
All materials must be submitted on a CD, including the following:

1. Up to 10 examples of recent work labeled with the artist’s name. Format each 
file beginning with artists last name, first initial, and 01, 02, etc. for work samples 
(e.g., doej-01.jpg). 

Image Submissions should be at least 1920 pixels on one side, and 72 dpi. No one file • 
may be larger than 1.5 MB.
Audio and Video Submissions should be quality recording(s) in audio/video files, or in • 
live linked urls (leading directly to each work) included in the Work Sample Identification 
Sheet.  If you are including files, no one file may be larger than 7MB. Please limit length 
if possible to 3 minutes. 
Manuscript Submissions should include .doc/x or pdf files, not to exceed 20 pages total.• 

2. Corresponding Work Sample Identification Sheet. (file doejlist.pdf)
Include title, date of completion, material(s), size, the budget and any other relevant 
information or narrative. 

4. Letter of Interest. (file doejletter.pdf)
Please limit to 1 page, outlining your interest in working with the LISB Community 
specifically, or an area of scientific interest as it relates to your practice. 

2. Artist resume. (file doejresume.pdf)
Resumes must be limited to 2 pages per person and include a daytime telephone 
number, email and street address. 

Materials should be addressed or delivered to:
Oregon Arts Commission
Attn: LISB
775 Summer St. NE, Suite 200
Salem, OR 97301-1280

Please label your CD with your full name, address and telephone number.
No printed materials are needed.

This public art project is made possible through Oregon’s Percent for Art in Public 
Places program [ORS 276.073-090]. This information is available in alternate formats 
upon request.




