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15 Oregon arts groups receive $200,000 in Arts Services grants; 

Grants provide operating support to fund ongoing services 
 

Fifteen Oregon arts groups that provide services to broad populations have been awarded 
$200,000 in 2015 Arts Services grants to fund ongoing operations. The grants, ranging from 
$3,000 for Baker City’s Crossroads Carnegie Arts Center, Inc. to $33,000 for Portland’s Regional 
Arts and Culture Council, were approved at the Oregon Arts Commission’s June 27 meeting, 
held at Newberg’s Chehalem Arts and Culture Center. 
 
Awarded to arts councils and organizations serving diverse geographical areas of the state – 
including Hood River, Newport and La Grande – the grants recognize groups that encourage 
all people to participate in arts activities while enhancing the capacity of artists to contribute to 
the economic, social and cultural wellbeing of their communities. Applications are evaluated 
based on quality of services and outcomes; organizational capacity and sustainability; and 
community impact.  
 
“Part of our mission is to empower the groups who are transforming their communities 
through the arts,” said Commission Vice Chair Libby Tower, who chaired the grant panel. 
“These organizations offer ongoing, high quality artistic programming, outreach programs in 
the community and opportunities for arts learning,”  
 
The organizations receiving 2015 Arts Services grants are (alphabetically by community): 
 
Baker City: Crossroads Carnegie Arts Center, Inc. – $3,000 
The mission of the Crossroads Carnegie Art Center, Inc. is to create opportunities for the entire 
community to be engaged, inspired and transformed by the arts through participation in 
classes, workshops, exhibits, mentorships and partnerships – A welcoming place where people 
meet and the arts speak. The organization's philosophy is “Art for Everyone,” which speaks to 
the motivation and core of their services.    
 
Bend: Arts Central – $10,300 
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Arts Central was founded in 1976 with the intention of building participation in the arts in 
Deschutes, Jefferson and Crook counties through arts education programs and arts advocacy. 
The need for these services continues today and to address them the Arts Center developed and 
operates a number of arts education programs, most notably the Art Station, Artists in Schools 
and VanGo. As an arts advocacy provider, Arts Central manages the Deschutes Cultural 
Coalition and recently initiated the Arts & Culture Alliance and Cultural Byways projects. 
 
Corvallis: The Arts Center – $14, 700 
The Arts Center's mission is to integrate the arts into daily life by providing audiences in Benton 
and Linn counties with a diverse range of services including: thought-provoking exhibitions 
and events; youth art education programs on-site, in schools and for at-risk youth; and one-on-
one art experiences for patients in local medical facilities. These programs work to enrich the 
lives of a broad cross section of people, leading to increased community livability and cultural 
vibrancy.   
 
Eugene: Lane Arts Council – $17,300 
Lane Arts Council’s mission is to strengthen and support the arts in Lane County. Founded in 
1976 by a group of artists and arts activists who identified the need for a centralized arts agency 
in Lane County, the Council is a service-based organization with a commitment to increased 
access to the arts and serving as a resource for the arts community through three main arts 
services focus areas: Arts Learning in Schools (artist residencies, arts integration, after-school 
programs and performance assemblies); Capacity Building for Arts Professionals (professional 
development workshops, re-granting of city arts funding, fiscal sponsorship and local arts 
advocacy); and a monthly First Friday ArtWalk in downtown Eugene. 
 
Hood River: Columbia Arts – $14,150 
Columbia Center for the Arts' mission is to cultivate the arts in the Columbia Gorge by 
providing experiences that touch the heart, challenge the intellect and spark conversation. The 
Center is located in Hood River and serves residents and visitors of every age throughout the 
Mid-Columbia. Their services advance the mission through: community access to a wide range 
of arts experiences; the transformative nature of the arts; providing a home for the arts with 
access for all; lifelong learning through the arts; and artist development opportunities. 
 
La Grande: Eastern Oregon Regional Arts Council – $3,000 
ArtsEast's mission is to facilitate and serve the arts, and artists, and to strengthen arts education 
in Eastern Oregon by coordinating with schools, developing and providing study guides and 
hiring professional teaching artists to travel to remote schools and teach the arts. The work is 
motivated by a belief that bringing arts to the classroom affords students a glimpse of the wider 
world. Using a broad array of partnerships, ArtsEast has been providing support for the arts 
and artists in La Grande and eastern Oregon for more than 37 years. 
 
Lake Oswego: Lakewood Theatre Company/Lakewood Center for the Arts – $9,000 
Lakewood Theatre Company/Lakewood Center for the Arts is a professional theatre company, 
arts education and arts services provider in Lake Oswego. Their mission is to inspire and 
nurture a love of theatre and the arts. Their vision is to be the theatre and visual arts provider of 



choice in the region. Programs include Lakewood Theatre Company, Lake Oswego Festival of 
the Arts, Lakewood Gallery and Arts Education Classes. Lakewood Center for the Arts' goals 
include: 1) creation, hosting and presenting  high quality programming in theatre and visual 
arts; 2) producing and hosting cultural community events; and 3) maintenance of its facility. 
Established in 1952, it is the largest arts provider in Clackamas County and strives to create 
accessibility, inclusivity and opportunity for all. 
 
Newport: Oregon Coast Council for the Arts – $16,400 
The Oregon Coast Council for the Arts manages the Newport Performing Arts Center and the 
Newport Visual Arts Center. It celebrates, promotes and develops community arts from Astoria 
to Brookings as a regional arts council. Their services support community arts through technical 
assistance to arts organizations and artists, the creation of art exhibitions, delivery of youth arts 
learning, performances, capacity building workshops, marketing and advocacy programs. 
 
Oregon City: Clackamas County Arts Alliance – $10,600 
The Clackamas County Arts Alliance's mission is to keep arts and culture central to life in 
Clackamas County by providing information, training, public art and capacity-building services 
for organizations, artists in all disciplines, youth at risk, business partners and civic leaders. 
Their work demonstrates how the arts and creative practitioners support local business, jobs 
and cultural tourism; build vibrant downtowns and rural centers; and knit people together in 
community. They attract the people and resources needed to support creative activity all across 
the county. 
 
Pendleton: Arts Council of Pendleton – $18,200 
The Arts Council of Pendleton's mission strives to enrich the cultural climate of the region by 
fostering opportunities in the arts, with emphasis on youth education, and by providing 
stewardship for the Pendleton Center for the Arts which was incorporated in 1974. Their facility 
opened in 2001 following a $1.8 million capital campaign and renovation and is located on Main 
Street in a 1912 Carnegie Library building. Dedicated to expanding the arts ecology of Eastern 
Oregon by  providing services to people of all ages from all economic levels, most services are 
offered at no cost to the visitor, student or artist. 
 
Portland: Business for Culture & the Arts – $9,650 
Business for Culture & the Arts connects business and the arts to strengthen Greater Portland’s 
culture and economy. The organization's vision is to engage every business in the arts by 
providing programs to inspire employee engagement in the arts, develop arts leaders and spur 
increased public and private giving to arts and culture. They enlist business people to advocate 
for arts and culture; take leadership roles on arts and culture boards; share business skills to 
advance arts and culture nonprofits; and participate in the region’s rich and diverse arts scene. 
Their efforts result in new patrons, new relationships between arts and business, a diverse 
pipeline of individuals ready for boards, management assistance and momentum to spur 
corporate support for arts and culture. 
 
Portland: Regional Arts & Culture Council – $33,000 



The Regional Arts & Culture Council's mission is to enrich communities through arts and 
culture in the Portland metropolitan region by providing grants and services for 50 schools, 250 
arts organizations and countless artists of every discipline in Clackamas, Multnomah and 
Washington Counties. RACC is working to realize a vision and environment in which the arts 
and culture of the region flourish and prosper. RACC provides grants; manages an 
internationally acclaimed public art collection; raises money and awareness for the arts; 
convenes forums, networking events and other community gatherings; provides workshops 
and other forms of technical assistance; and helps teachers integrate the arts into other subjects 
for K-8 students. 
 
Portland: Young Audiences of Oregon & SW Washington – $7,200 
Young Audiences of Oregon & SW Washington's mission is to inspire young people and 
expand their learning through the arts. They serve students by building bridges from 
professional artists and arts organizations to schools and local communities. They engage a 
roster of 153 professional teaching artists who bring diverse in-school residencies, workshops 
and performances to young people. They support the infrastructure that makes arts learning 
possible with planning, consultation services and fundraising support, including the annual 
Run for the Arts jog-a-thon. They teach classroom teachers how to incorporate arts lessons into 
every subject area and school day and offer trainings to improve teaching artists’ teaching and 
evaluation skills and boost student learning outcomes. 
 
Roseburg: Umpqua Valley Arts Association – $14,000 
Umpqua Valley Arts Association's mission is to create and foster a climate that supports arts 
appreciation, participation and education. They host 30 gallery exhibits each year to establish 
standards of excellence through juried shows and assure local artists the opportunity to show 
their work. Their educational programs provide 18,000 individual art experiences for K-12 
students annually. The organization works closely with stakeholders in the community to 
establish programs which respond to identified needs. UVAA's core identity is as a community 
center in Roseburg, but it engages all of Douglas County through outreach. UVAA also hosts 
the major summer Arts Festival in the region, now in its 46th year, and is the custodian of the 
historic landmark which is the home for its galleries and classrooms. 
 
Salem: Salem Art Association – $19,500 
The Salem Art Association envisions a vibrant and connected community that harnesses the 
power of the arts and heritage to expand creativity and improve lives. Its mission is to actively 
engage the community in the appreciation of the arts through contemporary art exhibitions and 
events, arts education for youth and adults, and the preservation and interpretation of our 
shared cultural heritage. The Association  advances its mission by providing a variety of arts 
services to Mid-Valley residents, including: (1) Artists in the Schools, which annually serves 
more than 12,000 K-12 students, teachers, and administrators; (2) High School Art 
Apprenticeship Program; (2) Hillcrest Art and Literacy Project; (3) Artists’ Services initiatives; 
(4) Salem Art Fair & Festival; and (5) Bush Barn Art Galleries. 
 
- - - - - 



The Oregon Arts Commission provides leadership, funding and arts programs through its 
grants, special initiatives and services. Nine commissioners, appointed by the Governor, 
determine arts needs and establish policies for public support of the arts. The Arts Commission 
became part of the Oregon Business Development Department in 1993 in recognition of the 
expanding role the arts play in the broader social, economic and educational arenas of Oregon 
communities.  

The Arts Commission is supported with general funds appropriated by the Oregon legislature, 
federal funds from the National Endowment for the Arts and funds from the Oregon Cultural 
Trust.  
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