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Michael Dalton and Lawrence Fong appointed to the Oregon Arts Commission 

 Michael Dalton, a retired Oregon State University professor who lives in Corvallis and 
Newport, and Lawrence Fong, an independent curator and writer from Portland, have been 
appointed to the Oregon Arts Commission by Gov. John Kitzhaber.   

Dalton was a professor in OSU’s College of Education, where he also served as assistant to the 
dean for program and research development until his 2008 retirement. He has a Ph.D. in teacher 
education and a master’s in curriculum and instruction from the University of Oregon; he 
earned his bachelor’s in mathematics at Central Washington State College. Dalton maintains 
homes in both Corvallis and Newport. He has been on the board of Corvallis’ da Vinci Days 
Festival since 2008, serving as board chair since 2011. He also has been a board member of the 
Newport Symphony Orchestra since 2005, where he has been board chair since 2007.  

“I look forward to working with my fellow commissioners to set a new course for the Oregon 
Arts Commission,” says Dalton. “M y arts leadership has focused on reinvention, growth, 
community engagement and program improvement; I believe that experience, and my 
community insight, will serve our work well.” 

Fong’s professional experience focuses on the visual arts. He was collections manager at the 
Portland Art Museum before moving to the Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art (JSMA) in 1989, 
where he served as associate director and curator of American art from 1996 until 2009. He has 
curated multiple exhibitions, including JSMA’s 2012 “Provenance: In Honor of Arlene 
Schnitzer.” Fong’s publications include the catalog for “Provenance,” as well as "Morris 
Graves Selected Letters (University of Washington Press, 2013),” and “One Step Big 
Shot: Portraits by Gus Van Sant (Nazraeli Press 2010).” Fong currently serves on the board 
of the Morris Graves Foundation and was on the Art Policy Committee for the state of Oregon 
in 2006. He earned his master’s in cultural anthropology, and a bachelor’s in history with a 
focus on American culture, from the University of Oregon.  
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“My contributions to the Commission will include a broad and interdisciplinary understanding 
of the arts as well as experience in public service and knowledge of best practices in the fields of 
museum studies and visual arts curriculum,” says Fong. “Moreover, I feel strongly about 
working collaboratively to achieve the goals of the Oregon Arts Commission.” 

"We are thrilled to have Michael and Larry add their extensive arts experience and 
expertise to the Commission," says Julie Vigeland, chair of the Arts Commission. "Their 
addition to the team positions us to make great progress in setting our future vision." 
 
Note: Photos are available on request. 

 - - - - - 
The Oregon Arts Commission provides leadership, funding and arts programs through its 
grants, special initiatives and services. Nine commissioners, appointed by the Governor, 
determine arts needs and establish policies for public support of the arts. The Arts Commission 
became part of the Oregon Business Development Department in 1993 in recognition of the 
expanding role the arts play in the broader social, economic and educational arenas of Oregon 
communities.  

The Arts Commission is supported with general funds appropriated by the Oregon legislature, 
federal funds from the National Endowment for the Arts and funds from the Oregon Cultural 
Trust.  
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