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STUDENTS FROM RECORD 38 OREGON HIGH SCHOOLS 

PARTICIPATE IN POETRY OUT LOUD  

State finals scheduled for Saturday, March 14; 

State winner will represent Oregon at nationals in Washington, D.C.    

 
Breaking previous participation records, almost 4,000 students from 38 high schools in 18 

Oregon communities are taking part in the 10th anniversary season of Poetry Out Loud.  

Organized by the Oregon Arts Commission in collaboration with the NEA and the Poetry 

Foundation, Poetry Out Loud is a national recitation contest for which students memorize and 

present poems – practicing public speaking skills while exploring the complexity of poetry. 

 

After months of classroom study and preparation, students participate in school wide recitation 

contests, with each winner eligible to compete in one of three regional contests on March 7. The 

top three finishers in each region advance to the state contest in Salem on March 14 (contest 

details appear below). 

 

“Poetry Out Loud is a wonderful way for students to gain an appreciation of great poetry,” said 

Deb Vaughn, arts education coordinator for the Oregon Arts Commission. “To ‘own’ a poem 

through practiced recitation is an experience students will carry with them for years to come.” 

 

Judges for the 2015 competition include: Eleanor Berry, poet; Wayne Carr, actor at Oregon 

Shakespeare Festival; Marty Hughley, performing arts journalist; Mike Chaser, associate 

professor of English at Willamette University; Paul Hadella, English faculty at Southern Oregon 

University; Stephanie Lenox, poet; Ann McBride, actor and radio personality; Laurence 

Overmire, poet; and Claudia Alick, associate producer at Oregon Shakespeare Festival. 

The 2013 and 2014 Oregon state champion, Rosie Reyes, will welcome students to the 2015 

Oregon State Poetry Out Loud Contest after joining them for lunch.   

 

In addition to winning a $200 scholarship and $500 for the winner’s school library poetry 

collection, the state champion receives an all-expenses-paid trip, with a chaperone, to 
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Washington, D.C., to compete in the national finals April 27-29. 

 

Nationwide, more than 365,000 students are expected to participate. Students compete for more 

than $50,000 in college scholarships awarded at the state and national levels. 

 

Details on the regional and state contests: 

Oregon regional contests  

Mid-Valley & Central Regional, Salem 

10 a.m.-1 p.m., March 7, The Book Bin East, 2235 Lancaster Dr. NE  

 

Southern Regional, Medford 

1-4 p.m., March 7, Medford Public Library, 205 South Central Ave. 

 

Northern & Eastern Regional, Beaverton 

4-8 p.m., March 7, Powell’s Books at Cedar Hills Crossing, 3415 SW Cedar Hills Blvd. 

 

Oregon State Poetry Out Loud Contest: 

1-4 p.m., March 14, Willamette University Library, Hatfield Room, 900 State Street, Salem    

 

For more information on Poetry Out Loud, contact the Arts Commission at (503) 986-0082 or 

Oregon.artscomm@state.or.us or visit the national website at www.poetryoutloud.org  

 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

The Oregon Arts Commission provides leadership, funding and arts programs through its 

grants, special initiatives and services. Nine commissioners, appointed by the Governor, 

determine arts needs and establish policies for public support of the arts. The Arts Commission 

became part of the Business Oregon Department in 1993 in recognition of the expanding role 

the arts play in the broader social, economic and educational arenas of Oregon communities. In 

2003, the Oregon legislature moved the operations of the Oregon Cultural Trust to the Arts 

Commission, streamlining operations and making use of the Commission’s expertise in grant 

making, arts and cultural information and community cultural development.   

 

The Arts Commission is supported with general funds appropriated by the Oregon legislature 

and with federal funds from the National Endowment for the Arts as well as funds from the 

Oregon Cultural Trust. For more information about the Oregon Arts 

Commission:  www.oregonartscommission.org.  
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