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Eight visual arts institutions receive $95,690 in Art Acquisition Funds  

through partnership with The Ford Family Foundation 

 
Eight Oregon arts organizations will receive $95,690 in funds from The Ford Family 

Foundation’s Art Acquisition Program, the Oregon Arts Commission announced today. The Art 

Acquisition Fund, managed by the Arts Commission, helps visual arts institutions with publicly 

accessible collections acquire seminal works by Oregon visual artists. The effort preserves 

public access to great works and supports artists and the institutions that sustain their work. 

 

Awards help these institutions leverage organization and donor dollars to acquire works. In the 

five years of this program, 40 works of art by Oregon artists have been placed into permanent 

Oregon collections.  

 

Awards were made to:  

 

Favell Museum, Klamath Falls ($12,500) 

For the purchase of Where Trails Cross an oil on canvas depicting a story of the Western Rangers 

by Don Prechtel. The painting will complement the Museum’s holdings of works relating to the 

history of the American West.  

 

Hallie Ford Museum of Art, Willamette University, Salem ($20,815)    

For the purchase of Triad by Mel Katz. The significant sculpture will be placed in a public 

outdoor location on the Willamette campus. The acquisition deepens the Museum’s upcoming 

retrospective of Katz’ work.  

 

Hoffman Gallery of Contemporary Art, Lewis & Clark College, Portland ($13,500)   

For the purchase of Stephen Hayes’ Tisch, which was included in the exhibition Figure/Ground, 

Stephen Hayes, A Thirty-Year Retrospective in 2013. The painting will join and extend the college’s 

collection of landscape works by significant historic Oregon artists.  

 

Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art, Eugene ($22,000)  
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For the purchase of Torch, by James Lavadour. Painted in 2012, the work represents the scale, 

richness and visual impact of Lavadour’s complex, post-2000, explorations of Chinese painting, 

Abstract Expressionism and jazz. It is the first work by Lavadour in the Museum’s collection.  

 

Oregon State University, Art About Agriculture Collection, Corvallis ($2,375) 

For the purchase of Epicure Extravaganza, Feather, Permian Utopia, and Wings -a suite of three 

prints and one drawing by renowned OSU faculty member Yuji Hiratsu.  The works are 

significant to the College of Agricultural Sciences’ collection for their exceptional quality and for 

the environmental portraiture that reflects humankind’s culinary pursuits and interaction with 

the biodiversity of land and sea. 

 

Portland Art Museum, Portland ($10,000) 

For the purchase of Peelatchiwaaxpáash/Medicine Crow (Raven) & the 1880 Crow Peace Delegation by 

artist Wendy Red Star. Originally installed for the Museum’s Apex series, Red Star’s 

reinterpretation of well-known photographs made during the Peace Delegation of 1880 touches 

three of the Museum’s collections: Native Arts, Photography and Contemporary Northwest.  

 

Reed College, Portland ($8,500)   

For the purchase of Symmetrical Ovoid Lattices VII by Michael Knutson. The 2013 painting 

complements an earlier work by the Reed professor, allowing students to study the artist’s 

evolution in technique and color palette, and joining important regional abstraction by Carl 

Morris, Louis Bunce, Michele Russo and C.S. Price in the collection.  

 

Schneider Museum of Art, Southern Oregon University, Ashland ($8,000)  

For the purchase of 1973, After Her “War Series,” Nancy Spero Resolves to Paint Only Female 

Subjects. She Calls This La Peinture Feminine by Ellen Lesperance. The work is part of 

Lesperance’s ongoing study of female activists, and continues the Museum’s interests in 

discourse and academic inquiry.  

 

About The Ford Family Foundation Visual Arts Program  

The Art Acquisition Fund is one of seven program facets first launched in 2010 as part of The 

Ford Family Foundation's initial five-year visual arts program established in the memory of 

Hallie Ford to assist Oregon's most promising visual artists and the institutions that support 

their work. The Foundation's board has approved extending the program through 2019. In 

addition to the Arts Acquisition Fund, other resources are being dedicated to the following:  

 

Fellowships: Hallie Ford Fellows are provided unrestricted grants to support the 

conceptualization and the development of new work, annually.  

Artists-in-Residences: Bi-annual awards to four "Golden Spot" residency programs in 

Oregon, and at Djerassi Art Residency and the Ucross Foundation that provide 

opportunities for artists to explore and conceptualize new work. Two new additional 

national programs will be opened to Oregon artists in 2015.  

Exhibition & Documentation: Funding for the curation, preparation, materials and traveling 

of exhibitions.  



Capital Projects: Resources to improve and/or expand studio and exhibition space at key 

Oregon visual arts institutions.  

Curator/Critic Tour: Visitations by national curators to consult with Oregon's visual artists, 

regional curators and critics, and to generally interact with the arts community. 

Career Opportunity Grants: Resources to mid-career Oregon visual artists who face 

unanticipated circumstances that could aid in significantly advancing the creation, 

production or exhibition of their work. 

 

 

About The Ford Family Foundation  

The Ford Family Foundation is the sole funder of this Visual Arts Program. It partners with 

Oregon's leading visual arts educators, gallerists, museum and arts professionals to help 

implement program elements and leverages funding with other state and national resources.  

The Foundation was established in 1957 by Kenneth W. and Hallie E. Ford. Its Mission is 

“successful citizens and vital rural communities” in Oregon and Siskiyou County, California. 

The Foundation is located in Roseburg, Oregon, with a Scholarship office in Eugene. For more 

information about the Foundation, please visit the website at www.tfff.org.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

The Oregon Arts Commission provides leadership, funding and arts programs through its 

grants, special initiatives and services. Nine commissioners, appointed by the Governor, 

determine arts needs and establish policies for public support of the arts. The Arts Commission 

became part of Business Oregon (formerly Oregon Economic and Community Development 

Department) in 1993, in recognition of the expanding role the arts play in the broader social, 

economic and educational arenas of Oregon communities. In 2003, the Oregon legislature 

moved the operations of the Oregon Cultural Trust to the Arts Commission, streamlining 

operations and making use of the Commission’s expertise in grant making, arts and cultural 

information and community cultural development.  

 

The Arts Commission is supported with general funds appropriated by the Oregon legislature 

and with federal funds from the National Endowment for the Arts as well as funds from the 

Oregon Cultural Trust. More information about the Oregon Arts Commission is available online 

at www.oregonartscommission.org  
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