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Gypsy Prince of Springfield named Oregon’s Poetry Out Loud champion; 

Riley Knowles of West Linn named runner up 

 

Gypsy Prince, a three-time school champion from Springfield’s Academy of Arts and 

Academics, is the 2015 Oregon Poetry Out Loud state champion. Prince, a 17-year-old senior, 

was one of nine regional finalists who competed in Saturday’s state Poetry Out Loud contest at 

Willamette University. She advances to the national Poetry Out Loud competition, scheduled for 

April 27-29 in Washington, D.C.  

 

"Gypsy's performances were not only moving and nuanced but thoroughly crowd-pleasing as 

well,” said Mike Chaser, an event host and associate professor of English at Willamette 

University. “I'm thrilled that she will be representing Oregon in the national finals this year." 

Marty Hughley, a freelance arts journalist who served as a judge for the state competitions, said 

Prince’s performance made it clear that she understood the poems at a depth that was exciting. 

“She presented with such nuance, ease and comfort,” he said. “She really owned the poems.”   

 

Prince’s winning performance was a recitation of “Mrs. Caldera’s House of Things” by Gregory 

Djanikian. 

 

Riley Knowles, a sophomore from West Linn High School was named Oregon's runner up; if for 

any reason Prince is unable to participate in the national competition, Knowles will represent 

Oregon.  

 

The other seven students who placed in regional competitions and competed at the state contest 

Saturday are: Sarah Dombrowsky, Cascade Christian High School, Medford; Mitchell 
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Lenneville, a resident of Tualatin who attends Baker Early College Web Academy in Baker City; 

Serena Morgan, Paisley Charter High School, Paisley; Anna Smiley, Lincoln High School, 

Portland; Allegra Thatcher, a resident of Keizer who attends Veritas School in Newberg; and 

Atya-Sha Van Ness, Logos Public Charter School, Paisley. 

  

“All nine state contestants gave outstanding performances,” says Deb Vaughn, Arts Commission 

arts education/Poetry Out Loud coordinator. “The scoring was extremely close, but Gypsy and 

Riley were clearly the top two finishers. They each demonstrated great poise and confidence.” 

Poetry Out Loud is a national recitation contest for high school students, organized in Oregon by 

the Oregon Arts Commission in collaboration with the NEA and the Poetry Foundation. 

Participants memorize and present poems, practicing public speaking skills while exploring the 

complexity of poetry. 

In 2014 more than 365,000 students, 2,300 schools and 8,800 teachers participated in Poetry Out 

Loud nationwide. 

 

Editor’s note: View a clip of Gypsy’s winning performance of “Mrs. Caldera’s House of 

Things” by Gregory Djanikian. Photos available on request. 
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The Oregon Arts Commission provides leadership, funding and arts programs through its 

grants, special initiatives and services. Nine commissioners, appointed by the Governor, 

determine arts needs and establish policies for public support of the arts. The Arts Commission 

became part of the Oregon Business Development Department in 1993 in recognition of the 

expanding role the arts play in the broader social, economic and educational arenas of Oregon 

communities. In 2003, the Oregon legislature moved the operations of the Oregon Cultural 

Trust to the Arts Commission, streamlining operations and making use of the Commission’s 

expertise in grant-making, arts and cultural information and community cultural development.  

The Arts Commission is supported with general funds appropriated by the Oregon legislature, 

federal funds from the National Endowment for the Arts and funds from the Oregon Cultural 

Trust.  
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