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Visual Arts Ecology Conversation:  

Critical Writing and Documentation for the Visual Arts  

to be held June 9 at Portland State University  

 

Current conditions, needs and opportunities related to critical writing and documentation for 

the visual arts in the Portland Metro region will be the focus of an in-depth community 

conversation hosted by the Oregon Arts Commission from 5 to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, at 

Portland State University. The event is held in collaboration with The Ford Family Foundation 

and PSU’s College of the Arts.  

All are encouraged to engage in the conversation, which will be facilitated by Arts Commission 

Visual Arts Coordinator Meagan Atiyeh. Lead participants will help seed the discussion, 

including: art critic and artist Amy Bernstein; curator and writer Sarah Margolis-Pineo; writer 

Jon Raymond; Stephanie Snyder, curator and director, Douglas F. Cooley Memorial Art Gallery, 

Reed College; and Sue Taylor, associate dean, College of the Arts and professor of art history, 

School of Art and Design. 

 

 

Event Details: 

A Conversation: Critical Writing and Documentation for the Visual Arts 

5-7 p.m., Tuesday, June 9 

Doors open at 4:30 p.m. 

Lincoln Hall Room 326 

Portland State University 

1620 SW Park Avenue 

Portland, Ore.  

Open to all. Space is limited please RSVP to Oregon.artscomm@oregon.gov 

 

In partnership with The Ford Family Foundation, the Arts Commission is working to document 

Oregon’s visual arts ecology in an accessible, permanent, virtual collection. The collection will 

gather historic and contemporary content, creating a clearinghouse of history, inspiration and 
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aspiration. This work begins with a series of active conversations hosted by partners across the 

state that will help elucidate vital issues to the allied professions that make up our ecology. 

Each conversation will have a targeted topic of discussion, some of which may be repeated in 

multiple locations in Oregon. To date, conversations have been held in Astoria, Bend, Newport 

and Portland. They will continue in Eugene, Ashland and Pendleton. 

 

‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ 

The Oregon Arts Commission provides leadership, funding and arts programs through its 

grants, special initiatives and services. Nine commissioners, appointed by the Governor, 

determine arts needs and establish policies for public support of the arts. The Arts Commission 

became part of the Oregon Business Development Department in 1993 in recognition of the 

expanding role the arts play in the broader social, economic and educational arenas of Oregon 

communities.  

The Arts Commission is supported with general funds appropriated by the Oregon legislature, 

federal funds from the National Endowment for the Arts and funds from the Oregon Cultural 

Trust.  
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