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The National Endowment for the Arts Awards $1,059,700 for Oregon art projects 

 

Washington, DC—Through its grant-making to thousands of nonprofits each year, the National 

Endowment for the Arts (NEA) promotes opportunities for people in communities across 

America to experience the arts and exercise their creativity.  

 

In the second major grant announcement of fiscal year 2015, the NEA will make 13 awards to 

nonprofit art and design organizations in Oregon totaling $1,059,700. This includes $739,700 

awarded through a state partnership agreement with the Oregon Arts Commission for 

programs that benefit state residents.  

 

The state partnership agreements allow the NEA to extend its reach to every community in 

America; translating national leadership into local, state and regional benefit. The NEA will 

make 1,023 awards totaling $74.3 million nationwide in this funding round. 

 

NEA Chairman Jane Chu said, “The NEA is committed to advancing learning, fueling 

creativity, and celebrating the arts in cities and towns across the United States including in 

Oregon. Funding these new projects represents a significant investment in local communities 

and the creative vitality of Oregon.” 

 

“Our NEA funding is critical to the quality and reach of the grants we award to Oregon artists 

and arts groups,” said Brian Rogers, Arts Commission executive director. “It complements our 

state funding and allows them to better serve Oregonians across the state.” 

 

Oregon arts groups receiving spring 2015 NEA grants are: 

 

Eugene Ballet (Dance) 

$20,000 Eugene 

To support regional dance touring and outreach activities. The company will present a 

repertory program featuring Artistic Director Toni Pimble's "Creation of the World," and 

"Concerto for Seven," Septime Webre's "Concerto Grosso," as well as a full-length "The Sleeping 

Beauty," by choreographer Denise Schultze. "The Sleeping Beauty" will be performed in a 
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number of communities to musical accompaniment by local orchestras. There will be a series of 

educational programs with each ballet, including in-school presentations of the ballet 

"Pulcinella," choreographed by Toni Pimble.  

 

Joint Forces Dance Company (aka DanceAbility International) (Dance) 

$10,000 Eugene 

To support performances of "Don't Leave Me," choreographed by DanceAbility founder Alitto 

Alessi. Performances will take place at the National Building Museum in Washington, D.C., 

University of Minnesota, University of Maryland, University of New Mexico, and Cal Poly San 

Luis Obispo. Accompanying each performance will be a post-performance discussion, 

DanceAbility Method classes, and Space-Movement workshops that will help bring together 

university students in dance, architecture, and design with community members along the full 

spectrum of abilities and disabilities for cross-community interaction. 

 

Lane Arts Council (Arts Agency) 

$25,000 Eugene 

To support the development of a countywide arts asset map and accompanying interactive 

website. Project activities will enable the assessment of current arts and cultural offerings 

including those provided by arts organizations, individual artists, and schools within Lane 

County. The map will be used to identify gaps in service and activities and the website will 

connect educators, arts organizations, district administrators, parents, and youth to arts 

resources and, ultimately, increase engagement in arts and cultural programs at the county 

level. 

 

Oregon Folklife Network/University of Oregon (Folk & Traditional Arts) 

$30,000 Eugene 

To support the Oregon Folklife Network's Folklore Mentorship and Eastern Oregon Folklife 

Survey. Senior folklorists will mentor new folklorists while researching and documenting 

cultural and occupational communities in the eastern part of the state. The novice folklorists 

will receive fieldwork experience and the collected information will be used for a number of 

public sector programs. The University of Oregon's Special Collections will archive the material 

for public access. 

 

Caldera/Camp Caldera (Arts Education) 

$60,000 Portland 

To support The Geography of We: Solar Constant. The project is year-round transmedia arts 

project for underserved Oregon youth. Program components will include an overnight summer 

arts camp, in-school and after-school arts learning sessions, Saturday classes, spring break 

workshops, and professional development for teaching artists. Focused on storytelling 

techniques that range from traditional forms to cutting-edge digital media, professional artists 

in film, animation, photography, writing, music, painting, sculpture, and design will guide 

students to explore a central theme of the sun. Students will create and showcase both web-

based and physical maps that link students' art to a sense of place. 

 

Literary Arts (Literature) 



$10,000 Portland 

To support the Oregon Book Awards and Author Tour. Literary Arts will announce finalists 

and host an award ceremony. Honored authors will tour the state, giving readings and book 

signings. They also will visit local elementary and high schools to conduct free writing 

workshops for community members. 

 

Museum of Contemporary Crafts (Design) 

$40,000 Portland 

To support the exhibition "The Design and Craft of Prosthetics (DCoP)." The project will explore 

the visceral relationship between design, material, and the human body. The project will 

include an exhibition, public programming, an online publication, supplemental web-based 

media including podcasts and videos, and a parallel exhibit featuring design works by students 

responding to themes in the exhibition. DCoP will present approximately 50 objects, sketches, 

and videos, and considers both traditional artificial limbs and a broad range of physical and 

aesthetic human enhancements and wearable technology. Project activities will coincide with 

the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

 

Portland State University (Design) 

$25,000 Portland 

To support "A Place to Be: Affirming Portland's African American Heritage through Art & 

Design." The project is a two-year initiative to engage the African-American community in the 

exploration of its own history, to express that history through a variety of visual storytelling 

projects, and to envision the design of a permanent center for celebrating and preserving that 

heritage. The project will begin with the design and creation of a temporary Pop-Up Porch, 

which will host a series of design workshops envisioning a permanent space that can physically 

and culturally reclaim lost community due to displacement and gentrification. 

 

Regional Arts & Culture Council (Arts Education) 

$30,000 Portland 

To support The Right Brain Initiative: Increasing Creative Capacity for Teachers and Teaching 

Artists. The project is a professional development program for principals, arts specialists, and 

teaching artists in Portland, Oregon. Teachers, teaching artists, and arts specialists will be 

supported in determining goals, and designing and delivering high-quality learning 

experiences based on standards in the arts and Common Core State Standards. Now in its 

seventh year, the initiative serves students from a variety of urban, suburban, and rural 

communities. By training and empowering classroom teachers and teaching artists to increase 

creativity in their instruction, the project will develop student skills in core arts standards and 

help create environments where students thrive academically, socially, and artistically. 

 

Western Arts Alliance (Presenting & Multidisciplinary Works) 

$20,000 Portland 

To support professional development for performing arts professionals. The creation of a new 

online resource library will provide access to on-demand videos and audio recordings of 

professional development sessions from conferences, as well as other informative materials 

gathered from the field. Additionally, the alliance will expand education programs to include 



sessions and symposia that embrace and illuminate international and indigenous cultural 

programming. 

 

Wisdom of the Elders (Media Arts) 

$30,000 Portland 

To support the production of the Wisdom of the Elders Radio Program's STEAM multimedia 

series. This series of video and radio programs blends Native American cultural arts, traditional 

ecological knowledge, and environmental science by featuring Native elders, artists, scientists, 

and storytellers from Oregon tribal communities. The programs will provide a unique Native 

perspective on the core principals of STEAM and will be featured online, distributed to more 

than 50 Native radio stations, and offered to environmental and Native American film festivals. 

 

Wisdom of the Elders (Folk & Traditional Arts) 

$20,000 Portland 

To support the Northwest Indian Storytelling Festival. Native American storytellers will 

convene to perform and share traditional tales. Additionally, novice tribal storytellers will 

receive training and mentoring from master storytellers. After performing, the apprentices will 

have their presentations evaluated by the master storytellers and the audience. The festival will 

raise awareness of Native American cultural heritage and the crucial role of traditional tribal 

storytelling. 

 

To join the Twitter conversation about this announcement, please use #NEASpring2015. For 

more information on projects included in the NEA grant announcement, go to arts.gov 
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