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Milton-Freewater awarded   

National Endowment for the Arts’ 2015 Our Town Grant 

 69 Our Town projects selected nationwide 

Salem, Ore.-- National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Chairman Jane Chu yesterday 

announced 69 Our Town awards totaling almost $5 million in the program's fifth year of 

funding, including a $75,000 to the city of Milton-Freewater in Oregon. The NEA received 275 

applications for Our Town this year and will make grants ranging from $25,000 to $200,000.  

 

NEA’s Our Town grant program supports creative place-making projects that help to 

transform communities into lively, beautiful and resilient places with the arts at their 

core. Since the program’s inception in 2011 and including these projects, the NEA will 

have awarded 325 Our Town grants totaling almost $26 million in all 50 states, Puerto 

Rico and the District of Columbia. 

 

The Milton-Freewater grant will support TALK PLAY DREAM: HABLAR JUGAR 

SOÑAR, a series of bilingual cultural programs to enliven the city and bring together 

disparate populations. The project will engage community members in cultural asset 

mapping, creative pop-up events, workshops, performances and festivals. The City of 

Milton-Freewater, Shakespeare Walla Walla, PearlDamour and other partners intend to 

bridge the divide between the city's Anglo and Latino communities, fostering 

conversation through shared stories. The City of Milton-Freewater has a population of 

7,060, more than 40 percent of which is Latino, nearly double that of 30 years ago.  

  
"Milton-Freewater demonstrates the best in creative community development and whose work 

will have a valuable impact on its community,” said Chairman Chu. "Through Our Town 

funding, organizations continue to spark vitality that support neighborhoods and public spaces, 

enhancing a sense of place for residents and visitors alike."   
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“We are thrilled to have Milton-Freewater’s project selected as one of the nation’s finest creative 

place-making projects,” said Brian Rogers, Arts Commission executive director. “Their vision 

for TALK PLAY DREAM demonstrate the power of art to engage community and diverse 

populations.”  

For a complete listing of projects recommended for Our Town grant support, please 

visit the NEA web site at arts.gov. Project descriptions, grants listed by state and by 

project type, and resources are available as well. The NEA’s online resource, Exploring 

Our Town, features case studies of more than 70 Our Town projects along with lessons 

learned and other resources. 

 

The Twitter hashtag is #NEAOurTown15 
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The Oregon Arts Commission provides leadership, funding and arts programs through its 

grants, special initiatives and services. Nine commissioners, appointed by the Governor, 

determine arts needs and establish policies for public support of the arts. The Arts Commission 

became part of the Oregon Business Development Department in 1993 in recognition of the 

expanding role the arts play in the broader social, economic and educational arenas of Oregon 

communities.  

The Arts Commission is supported with general funds appropriated by the Oregon legislature, 

federal funds from the National Endowment for the Arts and funds from the Oregon Cultural 

Trust.  
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