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Arts Commission announces Small Operating Grant program; 

New grant category targets arts organizations with budgets under $150,000  

Salem, OR – A two-year pilot grant program designed to provide operating support to arts 

organizations with budgets under $150,000 is now open at the Oregon Arts Commission. 

Applications for the first round of funding will be accepted until 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 16, 

at http://oregon.culturegrants.org/. Eligibility is limited to organizations that have operated as an 

IRS recognized 501(c)(3) nonprofit for two years or more.  

The new program replaces the Arts Recognition Grant program and provides on-going 

operating support to Oregon’s small arts providers, said David Huff, the Arts Commission’s 

assistant director. “We are hoping to serve a broader field of small arts organizations that 

provide access to meaningful arts programming for Oregonians throughout the state,” said 

Huff. 

Grant awards will fund operating expenses such as administration, facility costs and 

productions expenses and are restricted to nonprofit organizations operating with a mission 

that describes the arts as their primary purpose and that provide ongoing arts programming to 

their community. Grant award amounts will generally range between $1,000 and $3,000. 

Application materials and narrative questions are dramatically reduced in comparison to 

operating support applications for medium and large organizations. 

“Oregon has hundreds of small arts groups doing great work with very limited resources,” said 

Huff. “This program ensures those groups have an opportunity to access funding.” 

“This new grant program is in direct response to feedback we received during our statewide 

town meetings last year,” said Julie Vigeland, Arts Commission chair. “As part of our new 

strategic plan, we are working hard to streamline and simplify our grants programs while 

providing meaningful support to all levels of Oregon’s arts organizations.” 

mailto:carrie.kikel@oregon.gov
http://oregon.culturegrants.org/


For more information visit the Arts Commission website or contact Community 

Arts Coordinator Brian Wagner at (503) 986-0083 or brian.wagner@orgon.gov . 

- ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐  

The Oregon Arts Commission provides leadership, funding and arts programs through its 

grants, special initiatives and services. Nine commissioners, appointed by the Governor, 

determine arts needs and establish policies for public support of the arts. The Arts Commission 

became part of the Oregon Business Development Department in 1993 in recognition of the 

expanding role the arts play in the broader social, economic and educational arenas of Oregon  

The Arts Commission is supported with general funds appropriated by the Oregon legislature, 

federal funds from the National Endowment for the Arts and funds from the Oregon Cultural 

Trust.  
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