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21 Oregon artists receive Career Opportunity Grants 

from the Oregon Arts Commission and The Ford Family Foundation 

 

In the third and final round of fiscal year 2015 Career Opportunity Grants, the Oregon Arts 

Commission and The Ford Family Foundation have awarded $54,699 to 21 artists for career 

development projects. The awards include $27,749 from the Oregon Arts Commission and 

$26,950 in supplemental funding for seven artists through a partnership with The Ford Family 

Foundation. Individual grants range from $439 to $8,592.  

Oregon Arts Commission Career Opportunity Grants fund opportunities for artists to further 

their careers in areas that include artistic, business or professional development. The Ford 

Family Foundation Opportunity grants are available only to established visual artists who are 

over 30 years of age, have seven or more years of professional practice and are actively 

producing new work in the fields of fine art and contemporary craft.   

Most of the grants support the artists’ participation in residencies, exhibitions or performance 

opportunities that advance their careers. 

“We had many more applications than we could fund in this final round,” said Avantika Bawa, 

the Arts Commissioner who chaired the review panel. “The wealth of worthy proposals is 

indicative of the rich artistic talent that flourishes in our state. It’s also wonderful to see our 

artists representing Oregon outside of the region and internationally.” A total of 51 

applications were received for Commission funds; 13 of these applications requested additional 

funds from The Ford Family Foundation. 

“We are pleased to be able to invest in these artists at such pivotal moments in their careers,” 

said Anne C. Kubisch, president of The Ford Family Foundation. “We expect these artists to 

make significant progress on regional, national and international stages.” 
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This fiscal year a total of $150,000 is available for three rounds of funding, $75,000 each from the 

Oregon Arts Commission and The Ford Family Foundation. 

 

 

FY15 Career Opportunity Grants were awarded to: 

  

Ben Buswell (Portland), Visual Arts, OAC $1,500, The Ford Family Foundation $4,600 

To support a solo exhibition of Buswell’s work at The Art Gym at Marylhurst University. A 

major new floor-based sculptural work (a 16-by-24 foot embellished photograph) will anchor 

the show and be contextualized through a myriad of new sculptural objects. The exhibition is 

scheduled for March 2015 and will be the largest and most involved of his career and the first 

opportunity for him to create a work that is much larger than human scale. 

 

Victoria Abernathy (Portland), Visual Arts: Experimental, OAC $885 

To support Abernathy’s participation in a five-week residency at The Luminary in St. Louis, 

Missouri. The Luminary supports art that utilizes innovative forms and unconventional 

structures such as alternative spaces and economies, publications and writing, archives, 

collaborations, artist-led projects and socially engaged practices. Abernathy will produce and 

exhibit new work that reflects on the lived and material conditions of debt and housing 

struggles in the Midwest.  

 

Marisa Anderson (Portland), Music, OAC $1,500 

To support Anderson’s travel to the Sahel region of Niger in November 2015 to examine the 

music and techniques of the Taureg guitar tradition. Anderson was invited by renowned 

Taureg guitar player Kildjate Moussa, whom she met and collaborated with during his 2014 

U.S. tour.  She will perform and collaborate with other notable regional guitar players and 

musicians. Videographer/audio engineer Jodi Darby will accompany her to document the trip.  

 

Linda Austin (Portland), Dance, OAC $1,500  

To support Austin’s participation in the 18th International Festival of Contemporary Dance of 

Michoacán in Morelia, Mexico, where she will present a solo work, teach a three-day workshop 

and participate in panel discussions. This is Austin’s first opportunity to present and teach at an 

international festival. She will revisit and rework material from a 2012 group piece called "A 

head of time" into a solo performance. 

 

Johanna Barron (Portland), Visual Arts, OAC $1,500, The Ford Family Foundation $2,268 

To support Barron’s exhibition, “Chasing Justice,” at the Contemporary Jewish Museum in San 

Francisco, California. The four-month exhibit features work about using the Freedom of 

Information Act to explore art in government agencies. Barron hopes the exhibition will lead to 

opportunities including public talks, residencies and other exhibitions. Her work challenges 



transparency in government in a time described by our administration as “…committed to 

creating an unprecedented level of openness.”  

 

Michael Boonstra (Eugene), Visual Arts, The Ford Family Foundation $5,250 

To support Boonstra’s participation in two exhibitions as well as a residency at Playa in 

Summer Lake, Oregon. Boonstra will curate and participate in a three-person exhibition at SOIL 

gallery in Seattle in the fall of 2015 – his first curatorial endeavor as well as his Seattle 

exhibition. He will use the same work to mount his first solo show outside of an academic 

institution at the A.N. Bush Gallery in May/June of 2016. His Playa residency is scheduled for 

September 2015 and will focus on creating site-specific installations that respond to the unique 

environment.  

 

Mariah Boyle (La Grande), Visual Arts, OAC $1,500 

To support Boyle’s participation in a two-week artist residency at Centrum Foundation in Port 

Townsend, Washington, where she will complete a series of site-specific coastal/marine inspired 

works she began during a similar residency last year. The series is scheduled to be exhibited at 

Lower Columbia College in the fall of 2015. The exhibit will include at least six large framed 

mixed media drawings/paintings. 

 

Hiroko Cannon (Pendleton), Visual Arts, OAC $1,500 

To support framing 16 paintings for Cannon’s my first major solo exhibit at the East Oregonian 

Gallery at the Pendleton Center for the Arts in October 2015. Cannon has been studying and 

painting the plants and animals of the Plateau region for more than 10 years, developing a style 

and technique informed by the simplicity of her Japanese aesthetic.  

 

Beckey Kaye Chapman (Portland), Visual Arts, OAC $1,500 

To support Chapman’s participation in a five-month residency at GLEAN, a program focused 

on the artistic reuse of discarded materials. The program is sponsored by Recology, an 

employee-owned resource recovery company; Metro; and Crackedpots, an environmental arts 

organization. Chapman will “glean” art materials at the Metro Central Transfer Station over the 

course of five months and then create 10 new sculptural pieces for display at Disjecta.  

 

Meshi Chavez (Portland), Dance, OAC $1,156 

To support Chavez’ growth as a dancer and teacher at eX…it!, a two-week intensive Butoh 

workshop in Schloss Broellin, Germany. This Aug. 3-16 workshop includes immersive training 

with eight international Butoh dance masters, including Natsu Nakajima and Yukio Waguri. 

Nakajima and Waguri both worked directly with Tatsumi Hijikata, a co-founder of Butoh. 

 

Carl Diehl (Portland), Media Arts, OAC $1,419 

To support Diehl’s travel to a residency at Signal Culture, a center for experimental media arts 

in Owego, New York. Diehl will work with Brooklyn-based sound artist Nat Hawks. The two 

collaborated in 2011 as residents at the Experimental Television Center in Owego and hope to 



intertwine their two experiences, gathering field recordings in Owego and processing the 

material further in the Signal Culture studio.  

 

Jacqueline Ehlis (Portland), Visual Arts, OAC $1,500, The Ford Family Foundation $5,464  

To support Ehlis’ travel to create and catalog work for a solo exhibition at The Studio at the Las 

Vegas Art Museum in September of 2015. She will take a sabbatical from her art department 

chair position at Portland Community College to visit the Moderna Galerija/Museum of 

Contemporary Art Metelkova in Ljubljana, eastern Europe, to interact with staff and learn from 

its “radical museology movement.”  

 

Stephen Hayes (Portland), Visual Arts, OAC $1,500, The Ford Family Foundation, $5,890 

To support the creation and exhibition of work for Hayes’ inaugural solo exhibition at David 

Richard Gallery in Santa Fe, New Mexico, from Sept. 25 to Nov. 9, 2015. The gallery learned of 

his work from the catalog for his recent 30-year retrospective, "Figure Ground," at Lewis and 

Clark College. Hayes will create 20 to 25 new paintings for the exhibit. He hopes the Sante Fe 

exposure will open his work to a much larger and more diverse set of collectors. 

 

Terry Longshore (Ashland), Music, OAC $1,500 

To support Longshore’s participation in a two-week residency at the Queensland 

Conservatorium at Griffith University in Brisbane, Australia, in August of 2015.  

The residency will include a series of workshops with percussion students at the university, a 

workshop with composition students and a presentation to the weekly symposium of the 

research center. He also will appear as a guest artist in concert with the Conservatorium’s 

ensemble-in-residence, Clocked Out. Griswold has offered to compose a new solo work for 

Longshore. 

 

Jeffrey Mandel (Portland), Crafts, OAC $1,500  

To support Mandel’s participation in a four-month shoemaking residency at the studio of 

Rene van den Berg, a renowned artist in the field of shoe design. To this point, Mandel has 

been slowly expanding and practicing his craft with little outside guidance. Van den Berg 

rarely offers residencies, and Mandel hopes to improve his existing skills while acquiring 

new ones.  

 

Ian Ramirez (Portland), Opera, OAC $1,500 

To support Ramirez’ participation in a year-long residency as a studio artist with Opera 

Stuttgart, known as a vehicle for talented young singers from across the globe to gain 

invaluable professional experience. He is one of six emerging artists invited this year to 

sing comprimario roles and cover leading roles in several mainstage productions, in addition to 

the continuation of their vocal development through voice lessons and individual coaching.  

 

Steve Sharp (Eugene), Music, OAC $1,400 

To support Sharp’s participation as a performer at the 2015 soundSCAPE contemporary 

classical festival in Maccagno, Italy, in the summer of 2015. Sharp will perform a duo with 



another performer, presenting works commissioned for the festival. He also will study with the 

festival’s performance faculty, including percussionist Aiyun Wang and pianist Thomas 

Rosenkranz, and cultivate relationships with the four commissioned composers. 

 

Tyson Stubelek (Portland), Music, OAC $439 

To support Stubelek’s participation in a week-long artist residency at Avaloch Farm in New 

Hampshire in October of 2015. Stubelek and the other members of Tunnel Six, a band 

comprised of members living in separate cities across the globe, will develop as an ensemble 

and further their artistic output. The group will practice group rhythms and collective music 

arranging as well as the development of long term artistic goals.  

 

Eliot Treichel (Eugene), Literature, OAC $1,450 

To support the travel and lodging costs of a book tour promoting Treichel’s debut young adult 

novel, “A Series of Small Maneuvers.” In addition to reading at bookstores and bookfairs, 

Treichel will present at high schools and libraries, especially those with strong Teen Services 

departments where he might teach creative writing workshops. 

 

Samantha Wall (Portland), Visual Arts, OAC $1,500, The Ford Family Foundation $7,092 

To support the cost of Wall’s presentation for the Contemporary NW Art Awards at the 

Portland Art Museum. Wall is one of seven recipients of the 2015 Award invited to exhibit at 

the museum. More than two hundred artists were nominated from the greater Northwest area 

based on "the quality of their work, innovation, relevance to community or global issues in the 

arts, continuity of vision, commitment to their practice, and level of development in their 

career."  

 

Nora Wendl (Portland), Design Arts, OAC $1,500 

To support travel and sound recording for Wendl’s exhibition at the all-glass Farnsworth House 

in Plano, Illinois, in the fall of 2015. While the iconic house-- built by Mies van der Rohe in 1951 

-- is closed for repairs Wendl will record the sounds of its restoration as well as its environment. 

Once home in Portland, she will combine the house recordings with recordings of her voice 

reading poetry from the Farnsworth House archive that was written by the house’s first 

inhabitant, Dr. Edith Farnsworth.  

 

Linda Wysong (Portland), Visual Arts, OAC $1,500, The Ford Family Foundation $986  

To support Wysong’s participation in the Conference of East Asian Environmental History in 

Takamatsu, Japan, in October of 2015. Wysong has been asked to serve on a 

panel addressing environmental concerns across the Pacific Rim called Ecologically Engaged 

Art and Science. A key panel member is Hiroko Shimuzu, a curator, writer and environmental 

advocate who edits the Tokyo-based Public Art Magazine. The two share an interest in urban 

water systems and a desire to connect social practice and public art. 

- ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐  

The Oregon Arts Commission provides leadership, funding and arts programs through its 

grants, special initiatives and services. Nine commissioners, appointed by the Governor, 

 



determine arts needs and establish policies for public support of the arts. The Arts Commission 

became part of the Oregon Business Development Department in 1993 in recognition of the 

expanding role the arts play in the broader social, economic and educational arenas of Oregon  

The Arts Commission is supported with general funds appropriated by the Oregon legislature, 

federal funds from the National Endowment for the Arts and funds from the Oregon Cultural 

Trust.  
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