Invitation to Artists

DeVolder Family Science Center
Western Oregon University
Monmouth, OR
Qualifications sought from public artists
interested in the commission of artwork for the
newly completed DeVolder Family Science Center,
Western Oregon University, Monmouth, Oregon.
Main Entrance NW Corner

The Art Selection Committee for Western Oregon University’s (WOU) DeVolder
Family Science Center seeks public artwork enhancing appreciation of nature
and the substructures of natural systems and processes to enrich student
learning. Work should inspire scientific inquiry while generating a sense of
curiosity reflective of the natural sciences programs housed in this laboratory
building.
DeVolder Family Science Center (DFSC) lies within the campus core defining the southwest
boundary of WOU’s instructional precinct. The committee expressed interest in artists whose
work offers a glimpse into the natural world and stimulates new ideas and fresh perspectives
related to science and technology. The artwork may be interactive engaging the viewer in
non-traditional ways while fostering aesthetic awareness.
All work is expected to be of lasting and low-maintenance materials and design. The
committee is only interested in reviewing artists’ past work. A short list of finalists will be
invited to submit detailed proposals for which they will be paid a design fee.

Western Oregon University

Founded in 1856, WOU is the oldest institution in the Oregon University System. From
its origins as a normal school, WOU has grown to become a nationally recognized leader
in teacher preparation. The student body of approximately 6,200 undergraduates and
900 graduates enjoys a vibrant and close-knit intellectual community comparable to the
environment in a small liberal arts college. Through innovative instruction, modern facilities,
and cutting edge technology, WOU is meeting the rapidly changing needs and demands of
students while serving as an academic leader and economic engine for the Willamette Valley
and Oregon.

Budget
The approximate art budget
for DeVolder Family Science
Center is $61,000, which will
include artist fees, fabrication,
insurance, shipping, travel,
installation, documentation,
and all other project costs. This
budget may be divided between
multiple locations.

Eligibility
All artists and artist teams
are eligible to apply.
International applicants
must be legally able to
conduct work in the United
States. Artists currently on
Oregon’s Public Art Roster
must apply directly to this call.

Deadline

Building Occupants

Completed applications must
be received either by mail or in
the Oregon Arts Commission
office no later than 5pm Friday,
February 21, 2014. Late or
incomplete applications will not
be accepted.

Chemistry

Selection Process

Traditional, Environmental, Forensic, Medicinal
WOU’s Chemistry programs are designed to prepare students for careers as laboratory or
forensic chemists, for graduate study in pure or applied chemistry, or as a core for preprofessional training for careers in the health sciences and chemical education. Combining
a chemistry major with an appropriate minor prepares students for careers in fields such as
biochemistry, oceanography, toxicology and environmental science.

The Selection Committee
will review applications. The
committee is only interested
in reviewing artists’ past work.
A short list of finalists may
be invited to submit detailed
proposals for which they will be
paid a design fee.

Biology
Anatomy and Physiology
The mission of the Biology Department is to ready students for professional careers in biology and science education,
admission to graduate and professional schools in the life and health sciences and foster understanding of the relevance of
science to the broader world in accordance with WOU’s liberal arts mission.

Pre-Nursing

Western Oregon University in partnership with Oregon Health & Science University’s School of Nursing provides a prenursing program that is offered by the Natural Sciences and Mathematics Division. Students have an opportunity to complete
prerequisite coursework necessary for pursuing an external Bachelor of Science degree program in nursing.

About the Building

DeVolder Family Science Center is a state-of-the-art facility consisting of approximately 21,000 square feet of new space for
science programs. It contains six 1,200 square foot laboratories, as well as ancillary preparation, storage and office space.
Brad Dehle, Soderstom Architects, Portland, Oregon, designed this well-proportioned, highly functional building. The facility
achieves an equivalent U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) silver certification.
DFSC provides the opportunity for continued curriculum development across the spectrum of science programs including the
anatomy-physiology components of the biology program as well as chemistry and earth and physical science.

Art Zones

The Selection Committee is interested in site-specific work
to heighten building identity, support scientific inquiry, and
maintain connectivity of relevant disciplines housed in DFSC.
Also, stirring curiosity through the mysteries of Nature is
encouraged.
Potential locations include but are not limited to:

Southeast Stairwell

Area includes:
South Stairwell Walls and Windows, 2nd floor West Walls
Recessed Art Niche at landing measures:
Height 10’10”, width 8’, depth 5’5”.

Main Entrance Northeast

Interior Lobby, Select Walls Floors 1 and 2
Exterior Walkway, Entrance Overhang
The art may flow through these spaces providing unique
perspective and continuity of experience.
See image page 1.

SE Stairwell

Main Entrance North Wall

This wall located at the 1st and 2nd floor landing has potential
to be viewed and experienced inside and out through north
facing windows which overlook a parking lot.

South and West Exterior Walls

The southeast exterior walls (see image at left) face a future
quad area yet to be developed. Southwest exterior walls are a
mirror image.
All materials must be compatible with outdoor application.
SE Stairwell Niche

SE Corner Exterior Walls

All materials must be submitted on a CD, including the following:

•

Up to 10 JPEG images of recent work (up to 14 for teams). Images must be no larger than 1024 x 1024 pixels, and
72 dpi, maximum 1MB each. Kinetic or media works may be documented with audio/video files, limited to the
following file formats:
Windows audio or video files (.avi or .wav)
MP3 (.mp3 or .m3u)
Moving Picture Experts Group (.mpeg, .mpg, .m1v, .mp2, .mpa, .mpe, .mp2v, .mpv2)
Each image filename must be named as follows: artist’s last name, first initial, number corresponding to the
number on the image list (doej01.jpg). Teams should name files in a consistent manner with last names or team
name (doetakahashi01.jpg). Images other than JPEG format will not be reviewed and reviewers will not visit
websites.

•

Letter of Interest - as a PDF file named with “artist’s last name, first initial, cover” (doejcover.pdf) describing your
interest in the project. Maximum 1 page.

•

Artist Resume - as a PDF file named with “artist’s last name, first initial, resume” (doejresume.pdf). Please limit to 2
pages per person and include a daytime telephone number, email and address. Maximum 2 pages.

•

Corresponding Image Identification List - as a PDF file named with “artist’s last name, first initial, imagelist”
(doejimagelist.pdf). Include title, date of completion, material(s), size, the budget or purchase price and any other
relevant information or narrative. Maximum 2 pages.
Please label your CD with your full name.
No printed materials are needed.
Materials will not be returned, unless by special request.
Materials should be addressed to:
Oregon Arts Commission
Attn: DeVolder Family Science Center
775 Summer Street NE, Suite 200
Salem, OR 97301-1284

Selection Criteria
Qualifications will be reviewed with the following criteria:
50% Artistic and technical quality of past work.
25% Appropriateness of scale, material, style of past work to this project.
25% Artist’s professional experience as indicated by resume and letter of interest.

Art Selection Committee
Brad Dehle, Principal, Soderstrom Architects, Portland
Ron DeVolder, Advisory Member
Patty Flatt, Assistant Professor, Chemistry, WOU
Michael Freeman, Associate Professor, Art History, WOU
Brad Huggins, Project Manager, Facilities, WOU
Henry Hughes, Professor, English, WOU
Mike LeMaster, Professor, Biology, WOU
Kindra Smith, Student (Chemistry), WOU
Daniel Tankersley, Assistant Professor, Interactive Media, WOU
Steve Taylor, Professor, Geology; Division Chair, Natural Sciences and Mathematics, WOU
Saralyn Hilde, Facilitator, Oregon Arts Commission, Salem, OR
Please do not contact committee members directly.
All correspondence should be directed to Saralyn Hilde at the OAC .

For More Information
More information about WOU and its academic programs can be found at: www.wou.edu
and http://www.wou.edu/las/natsci_math/index.php
Visit the Arts Commission website at: www.oregonartscommission.org
or contact Saralyn Hilde, Project Manager, 541-754-7116, saralyn.hilde@state.or.us
This public art project is made possible through Oregon’s Percent for Art in Public Places
program [ORS 276.073-090]. This information is available in alternate formats upon request.

Student Study Diagrams

