Request for Qualifications - Art in Public Places
Portland State University, Portland, Oregon
Vernier Science Center
Through Oregon’s Percent for Art in Public Places Program, the Oregon Arts Commission and
Portland State University (PSU) seek to commission artworks for locations at the Vernier Science
Center (VSC), a newly renovated building on PSU’s Campus.
Submission Deadline: Monday, June 6, 2022, 5 PM, PST
Eligibility: Artists and artist teams who reside in the states of Oregon, Washington, Idaho, California,
Alaska and Hawaii; and/or attended PSU, are eligible to apply. PSU alumni, emerging artists and
artists from traditionally excluded or underrepresented communities, including communities of
color, are especially encouraged to apply. Artists with current contracts through Oregon’s Percent
for Art in Public Places program are not eligible.
Budget: $365,000 for multiple commissions. Commission amounts may range from $20,000 to
$200,000. Artist commissions are inclusive of design, engineering and permitting fees, fabrication,
insurance, shipping, travel, installation, documentation and any other project costs.
Portland State University
Portland State University is located in
the heart of downtown Portland,
Oregon in Multnomah County,
occupying the traditional and
ancestral homelands of the
Multnomah, Kathlamet, Clackamas,
Tumwater and Watlala bands of the
Chinook, the Tualatin Kalapuya and
many other Indigenous nations of the
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Columbia River.
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PSU, a public research university, was founded in 1946 as a post-secondary educational institution
for World War II veterans. It evolved into a four-year college over the following two decades and
was granted university status in 1969. It is the only urban public university in the state of Oregon.

About Vernier Science Center
Creating an Equitable Welcoming
Home of STEM at PSU*
How a space is designed and built
matters — and with the VSC there is
an opportunity to transform students’
interest and success in science,
technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) and Indigenous
Nations and Native American Studies
majors through the dramatic renovation of the existing science building. What is now Science
Building 1 will become the Vernier Science Center, a center for undergraduate science with
contemporary labs, classrooms and learning spaces that support collaboration, interdisciplinary,
exploratory learning and authentic research experiences; easily accessible student supports; and
culturally affirming spaces where students feel a sense of belonging and see a future in STEM.

Vision
The Vernier Science Center will be a welcoming, student-centered space that resets the narrative
at PSU about science education and research, making it visible, inviting and accessible; provides
high-quality teaching and learning spaces; and expands understanding among students and the
public of what science is and what research looks like.

Design Approach
To disrupt past practices that have perpetuated structural racism and other inequities on campus,
PSU is taking a new, equity-centered community design approach to the Vernier Science Center.
This new approach has placed Black, Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC) students in shared

2

leadership roles throughout the visioning and design phases of this multi-million-dollar capital
construction project.
The project centers the lived experiences of BIPOC learners, staff, faculty, and community
members in building design through a critical race theory-informed and anti-colonial outreach
process. Because BIPOC individuals have an array of intersectional identities, outreach efforts also
engage returning students, veterans, persons identifying as LGBTQIA+, individuals with disabilities
and others. Key outcomes of this project are to create a science teaching and research center to
serve Oregon’s most diverse student population, school-to-community workforce and leadership
pathways and a welcoming learning environment that de-centers whiteness in STEM and highlights
the centrality and criticality of Indigenous knowledges in climate futures.

Action-Oriented Guide
As part of the engagement and inquiry process, a BIPOC student-led VSC Engagement and Inquiry
Team hosted a series of dialogue sessions with BIPOC campus and community stakeholders,
including faculty, staff, students, alumni, and community partners. Students participating in PSU's
summer bridge program were also invited to complete a socio-spatial survey. Dialogue sessions
and the survey invited participants to explore the relationships between space, race, and equity in
STEM education.
The VSC Engagement and Inquiry Team analyzed findings to create an action-oriented guide for
STEM design and placemaking that includes seven spatial aspirations that reflect key insights
generated from stories shared by communities most impacted by educational inequities. Spatial
aspirations offer a way to activate design and placemaking in service to racial equity and social
justice.

*The text in the section above was derived from an article on PSU’s website. You can find the article, including a link to
the Action-Oriented Guide, here.
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South entrance (Rendering by BORA Architects)

Art Goals and Themes
The selection committee for the percent for art process is interested in carrying forward the
program of creating an inclusive home for STEM at the VSC.
Goals
•

Welcoming, supporting and elevating the experiences and futures of BIPOC students and
employees;

•

Highlighting Indigenous traditional ecological and cultural knowledge (ITECK), possibly
engaging with students and faculty on current ITECK projects at PSU;

•

Cultivating a strong sense of place, belonging and connection rooted in the Pacific
Northwest;

•

Engaging with local youth artists and PSU alumni.

Themes
•

Pacific northwest bioregions;

•

Indigenous peoples’ culture, knowledge, history, traditional homelands;

•

Ecologies, evolution, adaptation, migration, resilience, resurgence, reciprocal relationships;

•

Connection to the natural world;

•

BIPOC contributions and representation in STEM fields.
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Potential Locations
The selection committee is interested in having artists consider site-specific artworks for selected
exterior and interior locations.
•

Elevated bridge connecting Vernier Science Center to the Science Research and Teaching
Center;

•

West side entrance, functional art/seating area, potentially providing rain/sun protection;

•

First floor interior 2D opportunities, including but not limited to: murals, photography,
woodworking, fiber art;

•

First floor interior 3D opportunities for ceiling-hung sculptures.

Additional information about locations is included on the final pages of this document.
Selection Criteria
The following criteria will be used to select finalists, based on the submitted materials:

− Appropriateness of scale, material (including long-term durability), and style of past work as
they relate to the project values/goals and site.

− Artistic and technical quality of past work, including mastery of skills and techniques,
communication of a unique artistic perspective, and/or consistent application of professional
practices, conceptual framework or use of materials.
−

Demonstrated ability of the artist to successfully complete artwork with a project timeline,
limited budget and input from stakeholders.

Application Materials
Letter. One-page (maximum) PDF file named with “artist’s last name, first initial, letter”
(doejletter.pdf). Proposals are not requested at this time. Discuss your interest in this project and
how you, your artwork and art-making process would be a good fit for it. If you are an emerging
artist or are desiring to expand your art practice to include public art, please discuss this and how
your qualifications support your ability to successfully complete a public art project.
Resume. As a PDF file named with “artist’s last name, first initial, resume” (doejresume.pdf). Two
pages maximum. For teams, include resumes of each team member. Please include the following
contact information: city, state, phone number, email.
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Image List. As a PDF file named with “artist’s last name, first initial, list” (doejlist.pdf). Provide
project title, location, date completed, media, dimensions, cost/budget, commissioning agency,
project partners, and brief description of the project/conceptual information.
Images. As JPG or PNG files named as follows: “artist’s last name, first initial, number that
corresponds to the image information on the image list” (doej01.jpg). Up to ten images of your past
work relevant to this project. File size: minimum 1200 pixels on the longest side and 5 MB
maximum.
How to Submit Materials
Please make sure to use the file naming protocol mentioned above to facilitate the file collection
process. Place your application materials in a file folder and upload the folder to this Dropbox
location: https://www.dropbox.com/request/Vj0EloDnScvEN2AEt6nN
How to upload to the Drobox location: click on the Dropbox link above or add the URL to your
search engine’s search bar. Drag and drop your folder into Dropbox where it says “drag stuff here”
or click on “Add Files” then select “Folders from computer.”
Selection Process
A selection committee appointed for this project will review applications and select finalists for an
interview process. Shortlisted finalists will receive an artist fee to attend an interview with the
committee where they will discuss their past work, art process and project approach. Interview fee
rates are .25% of potential commission ($250 minimum, $1,500 maximum).
Artists selected for commissions will attend either an in person or virtual project orientation,
depending on Covid-19 concerns, to learn more about the project opportunities prior to developing
a conceptual proposal.
Tentative Schedule
June 6, 2022

RFQ submissions due by 5:00 PM, PST

Late June, 2022

Finalists selected by

July, 2022

Artist Interviews

August, 2022

Selected Artists’ project orientation

October, 2022

Artists’ conceptual design reviews

January, 2023

Design development review

Spring, 2024

Installation
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Artist Selection Committee
The selection committee is made up of students, faculty and staff representatives from Portland
State University, local artists and the project architect. Peg Butler, project manager acting on behalf
of Oregon Arts Commission, is the non-voting committee chair.
Assistance
For questions about the project and the application process, email or call Peg Butler:
pegbutlerart@gmail.com / 503-928-3565. The information in this RFQ is available in alternate
formats upon request.

Oregon’s Percent for Art in Public Places Program
Managed by the Oregon Arts Commission, the Percent for Art in Public Places program places art
in state buildings and public universities throughout Oregon. Oregon’s Percent for Art Collection
includes more than 2,500 works of art.
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Vernier Science Center Images
Because it is still early in the design process for the Vernier Science Center, availability of design
renderings is limited. Selected artists will have access to much more information prior to submitting any
artwork proposals. All renderings were created by BORA Architects
PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY / VSC (SB1) LOCATOR MAP
1025 SW Mill St., Portland, OR 97201
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EAST SIDE VIEW OF THE BUILDING, INCLUDING ELEVATED BRIDGE

SOUTH SIDE ENTRANCE
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WEST SIDE ENTRANCE

INTERIOR FIRST FLOOR / STUDY & CIRCULATION AREA
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INTERIOR FIRST FLOOR / LOUNGE / CONNECTION TO OUTDOORS

INTERIOR FIRST FLOOR WITH VIEW TO BASEMENT

BASEMENT LOUNGE WITH VIEW TO 1ST FLOOR
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