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AMERICANS FOR THE ARTS RECOGNIZES OUTSTANDING  

PUBLIC ARTS PROJECTS FOR 2014  

 

 Oregon State Hospital Memorial Honored by Public Art Network Year in Review 

 

WASHINGTON, DC —Americans for the Arts, the nation’s leading nonprofit 

organization for advancing the arts and arts education, honors 31 outstanding public 

arts projects created in 2014, including the Oregon State Hospital Memorial, through the 

Public Art Network (PAN) Year in Review program, the only national program that 

specifically recognizes the most compelling public art. The works were chosen from 

more than 300 entries across the country and recognized today at Americans for the 

Arts’ 2015 Annual Convention in Chicago. 

  

The Oregon State Hospital Memorial, honoring more than 3,000 individuals whose 

unclaimed remains are now a part of the memorial, was unveiled early summer 2014. 

Created by Annie Han, a University of Oregon alum, and Daniel Mihaylo, the memorial 

was also honored with an American Institute of Architecture Seattle 2014 Honor Award 

for public art. The project was funded by the Percent for Art in Public Places Program, 

administered by the Oregon Arts Commission.  

“The best of public art can challenge, delight, educate and illuminate. Most of all, public 

art creates a sense of civic vitality in the cities, towns, and communities we inhabit and 

visit,” said Robert L. Lynch, president and CEO of Americans for the Arts. “As these 

Public Art Network Year in Review selections illustrate, public art has the power to 

enhance our lives on a scale that little else can. I congratulate the artists and 

commissioning groups for these community treasures, and I look forward to honoring 

more great works in the years to come.” 
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“This is a well-deserved honor for Han and Mihaylo,” said Meagan Atiyeh, public art 

coordinator for the Oregon Arts Commission.  “The Oregon State Hospital Memorial is 

the result of their exhaustive research and unending commitment to the prime goals of 

the people and events it represents. Artists document our cultural ethos and aspirations, 

and this story is a part of our state’s historic and moral fiber.”  

The 2015 PAN Year in Review jurors were Peggy Kendellen, Public Art Manager, 

Regional Arts & Culture Council in Portland, Oregon; Laurie Jo Reynolds, Assistant 

Professor of Public Arts, Social Justice and Culture at the School of Art and Art History 

at the University of Illinois at Chicago; and Ernest C. Wong, Principal, site design 

group, ltd in Chicago. 

 

The 31 public art works selected for the PAN Year in Review can be seen on this page. 

The presentation, which includes photos and descriptions of these works, are available 

through Americans for the Arts’ store.  

 

The Public Art Network (PAN), a program of Americans for the Arts, is designed to 

provide services to the diverse field of public art and to develop strategies and tools to 

improve communities through public art. The network’s constituents are public art 

professionals, visual artists, design professionals, and communities and organizations 

planning public art projects and programs.  

 

Americans for the Arts is the leading nonprofit organization for advancing the arts and arts 

education in America. With offices in Washington, D.C., and New York City, it has a record of 

more than 50 years of service. Americans for the Arts is dedicated to representing and serving 

local communities and creating opportunities for every American to participate in and appreciate 

all forms of the arts. Additional information is available at www.AmericansForTheArts.org. 
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