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$89,375 AWARDED FOR THREE NEW ‘WORLD OF WORK’ PROJECTS  

TO INTRODUCE UNDERSERVED OREGON YOUTH TO ARTS AND  

CREATIVE INDUSTRY CAREERS 

All 11 funded projects share $30,220 in extension awards  

Training as sound technicians at professional concerts; Designing, creating and 

installing public art; Learning the art of transmedia storytelling – telling a single story 

via multiple media – at Warm Springs Academy. Dozens of middle- and high-school 

aged underserved Oregon youth will experience creative industry careers alongside 

working professionals in three new “Connecting Students to the World of Work” 

projects announced today by the Oregon Arts Commission.  

The three new awards bring the total number of “World of Work” projects funded in 

the two-year program to 11; all 11 projects will share $30,220 in extension funds to close 

the program’s funding cycle. 

Designed to expose underserved students in grades six through 12 to arts-related 

industries, the two-year “World of Work” program was funded by the Oregon 

Legislature (HB3232).  

The new grants were awarded to: 

Arts in Education of the Gorge, Hood River: $29,375 + $2,393 (extension) 
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To support 20 students in WyEast Middle School’s AVID program in working with 

professional artists to design, create and install three public art pieces.  

 

Caldera, Portland: $30,000 + $2,444 (extension) 

To support year-round instruction in transmedia arts (storytelling across different 

mediums) for 15 youth at Warm Springs Academy.  

 

Young Audiences of Oregon and SW Washington, Portland: $30,000 + $2,444 

(extension)  

To support implementation of a three part Live Sound Engineering for Teens (LiveSET) 

program in partnership with Portland Public Schools, providing hands on experience at 

professional concerts.  

Extensions ranging from $1,792 to $4,073 also were awarded to 2014 “World of Work” 

grant recipients for: a Lane Arts Council (Eugene) mentorship program for low-income 

middle school students; the Center for Advanced Learning’s (Gresham) development 

of an ad campaign and promotional website for the Historic Columbia Highway 

anniversary; a Pacific Northwest College of Art project to design and create functional 

public objects that support sustainability; a PDX Pop Now project to train Native 

American students in audio production; a multicultural project targeting students with 

disabilities at the The Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art (Eugene); the Techstart 

Education Foundation’s proposal to train Portland at-risk students in video game 

design round; Oregon Shakespeare Festival’s project training students to be sound 

technicians for the Green Show; and My Voice Music’s expansion of its Artists 

Mentorship program.  

“This program has been a powerful opportunity to make strategic investments in some 

of Oregon’s most underserved youth populations,” says Deb Vaughn, arts education 

coordinator for the Oregon Arts Commission. “Participating students are telling us it is 

changing how they feel about the relevance of their education to things beyond just 

grades. They have called the projects ‘a true work experience’ and ‘a first job,’ showing 

positive growth towards career readiness.” 

The new “World of Work” projects begin now and run through the end of 2016. 

 



‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ 

The Oregon Arts Commission provides leadership, funding and arts programs through its 

grants, special initiatives and services. Nine commissioners, appointed by the Governor, 

determine arts needs and establish policies for public support of the arts. The Arts Commission 

became part of the Oregon Business Development Department in 1993 in recognition of the 

expanding role the arts play in the broader social, economic and educational arenas of Oregon 

communities. In 2003, the Oregon legislature moved the operations of the Oregon Cultural 

Trust to the Arts Commission, streamlining operations and making use of the Commission’s 

expertise in grant-making, arts and cultural information and community cultural development.  

The Arts Commission is supported with general funds appropriated by the Oregon legislature, 

federal funds from the National Endowment for the Arts and funds from the Oregon Cultural 

Trust.  
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