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Wendy Red Star’s “Works” to be exhibited in the Governor’s Office March 15 – May 11 
 
Salem, Oregon – Portland artist Wendy Red Star will exhibit “Works” in the Governor’s Office of  
the Capitol Building in Salem from March  15 to May 11. 

Red Star works across disciplines to explore the intersections of Native American ideologies and 

colonialist structures, both historically and in contemporary society. Raised on the Apsáalooke 

(Crow) reservation in Montana, her work is informed both by her cultural heritage and her 

engagement with many forms of creative expression, including photography, sculpture, video, fiber 

arts and performance. An avid researcher of archives and historical narratives, Red Star seeks to 

incorporate and recast her research, offering new and unexpected perspectives in work that is at 

once inquisitive, witty and unsettling. The works on exhibit will include a series of prints she created 

during a residency at Crow’s Shadow Institute of the Arts on the Confederated Tribes of the 

Umatilla Indian Reservation. 

Red Star has exhibited in the United States and abroad at venues including the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art, Fondation Cartier pour l’ Art Contemporain, Portland Art Museum, St. Louis Art 

Museum and the Minneapolis Institute of Art, among others. She has been visiting lecturer at 

institutions including Yale University, the Figge Art Museum, the Banff Centre, National Gallery of 

Victoria in Melbourne, Dartmouth College and CalArts. In 2015, Red Star was awarded an 

Emerging Artist Grant from the Joan Mitchell Foundation. In 2016, she participated 

in “Contemporary Native Photographers and the Edward Curtis Legacy” at the Portland Art 

Museum, and recently she mounted a solo exhibition as part of the museum’s APEX series. Red Star 

holds a bachelor of fine arts degree from Montana State University, Bozeman, and a master’s in 

sculpture from University of California, Los Angeles. 

The Art in the Governor’s Office Program honors selected artists in Oregon with exhibitions in the 

reception area of the Governor’s Office in the State Capitol. Artists are nominated by a statewide 

committee of arts professionals who consider artists representing the breadth and diversity of artistic 

practice across Oregon, and are then selected by the Arts Commission with the participation of the 

Governor’s Office. Only professional, living Oregon artists are considered and an exhibit in the 



Governor’s office is considered a “once in a lifetime” honor. Artists whose work has previously 

been shown in the Governor’s office include Henk Pander, Michele Russo, Manuel Izquierdo, James 

Lavadour, Margot Thompson, Gordon Gilkey and Yuji Hiratsuka. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
The Oregon Arts Commission provides leadership, funding and arts programs through its grants, 

special initiatives and services. Nine commissioners, appointed by the Governor, determine arts 

needs and establish policies for public support of the arts. The Arts Commission became part of 

Business Oregon (formerly Oregon Economic and Community Development Department) in 1993, 

in recognition of the expanding role the arts play in the broader social, economic and educational 

arenas of Oregon communities. In 2003, the Oregon legislature moved the operations of the 

Oregon Cultural Trust to the Arts Commission, streamlining operations and making use of the 

Commission’s expertise in grantmaking, arts and cultural information and community cultural 

development.   

 

The Arts Commission is supported with general funds appropriated by the Oregon legislature and 

with federal funds from the National Endowment for the Arts as well as funds from the Oregon 

Cultural Trust. More information about the Oregon Arts Commission is available online at:  

www.oregonartscommission.org  

 


