
  Oregon Poetry Out Loud 
Scoring Rubric  

 
 
 Very Weak  Weak  Average  Good  Excellent  Outstanding  
Physical Presence  Stiff or agitated;  Timid; unsure;  Body language Comfortable;  Poised; body  Authoritative;  
(1-6 points)  lacks eye contact 

with audience; 
appears 
uncomfortable  

eye contact and 
body language 
reflects 
nervousness  

and eye 
contact are at 
times unsure, 
at times 
confident  

steady eye 
contact and 
confident body 
language  

language and 
eye contact 
reveal strong 
stage presence  

body language 
and eye contact 
show compelling 
stage presence  

Voice and  No projection,  Insufficient or  Clear;  Clear;  Very clear;  Very clear;  
Articulation distracting rhythm;  excessive  adequate  appropriate  crisp, effective mastery of rhythm 
(1-6 points)  Hurried; incorrect 

word usage or 
mispronunciations 

projection; paced 
unevenly; 
affected delivery  

projection; 
even pacing  

emphasis and 
pacing 

use of 
projection, 
rhythm and 
pacing  

and pace; skillful 
use of projection  

Dramatic  Poem is  Poem is  Poem is  Poem is  Style of  Style of delivery  
Appropriateness  overshadowed by  secondary to  neither  enhanced by  delivery  reflects  
(1-6 points)  significant 

distracting 
gestures, facial 
expressions, 
inflections or 
accents; acting out 
of poem; singing; 
over-emoting; 
inappropriate tone  

style of delivery; 
includes 
instances of 
distracting 
gestures, facial 
expressions, and 
inflections; 
inappropriate 
tone  

overwhelmed 
nor enhanced 
by style of 
delivery  

style of 
delivery; any 
gestures, facial 
expressions, 
and movement 
are appropriate 
to poem  

reflects 
precedence of 
poem; poem’s 
voice is well 
conveyed  

internalization of 
poem; all gestures 
and movements 
feel essential to 
poem’s success  

Level of  Simple content,  Straight-forward  One element  Contains two  Contains very  Contains  
Difficulty 1 easy language,  language and  of challenging  elements of  challenging  extremely  
(1-6 points)  short length  content; 

moderate length  
content, 
language or 
length  

challenging 
content, 
language or 
length  

content and 
language; 
length is 
appropriate to 
complexity of 
poem  

challenging 
content and 
language; length 
is challenging for 
a poem of this 
complexity  

Evidence of  Obscures meaning  Doesn’t  Satisfactorily  Conveys  Interprets  Masterfully  
Understanding of poem  sufficiently  communicates  meaning of  poem very  interprets poem  

 (1-6 points)  communicate 
meaning of poem 

meaning of 
poem  

poem well  well for 
audience; 
nuanced  

for audience, 
deftly revealing 
poem’s meaning  

Overall  Ineffective or  Inadequate  Sufficient  Enjoyable  Inspired  Captivating  
Performance  inappropriate  performance;  performance;  performance;  performance  performance—  
(1-9 points)  performance; does 

disservice to poem  
lackluster; does 
disservice to 
poem  

lacks 
meaningful 
impact on 
audience  

successfully 
delivers poem  

shows grasp of 
skills and 
enhances 
audience’s 
experience of 
the poem  

whole equals 
“more than the 
sum of the parts”; 
shows mastery of 
performance skills 

Notes on accuracy: 8 points are possible in this category. If no mistakes are made and the prompter is not used, student should receive 
a perfect accuracy score of 8. A couple minor substitutions (i.e., “a” instead of “the”) or transposition of a pair of words, earns an 
accuracy score of 7. If the student drops words, lines or stanzas, fewer points will be added for accuracy depending on the severity of 
the errors. A student’s score should be deducted 3 points for each use of the prompter.   Accuracy procedures for poems presented in 
American Sign Language at the state and regional levels will differ from those for a spoken poem. Since an ASL performance is not a 
direct translation of the English text, it’s necessary to measure the accuracy of the live performance against the student’s original ASL 
translation. For more information, please refer to http://www.poetryoutloud.org/teaching-resources/accessibility 
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If two or more students perform the same poem, individual judges will be required to rank difficulty level the same for all 
performances of that poem.  Judges will be notified ahead of time of potentially repeated poems so that they may consider their 
difficulty ranking. 
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